
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

MAP SKILLS 

Y5 AUTUMN TERM 

What is a map? A map is a drawing which shows part 

of the earth’s surface from directly above. Cartography is the 

study of making maps. A cartographer is a person who 

draws or produces maps 

Human or Physical? Human Geography looks at the 

impact and behaviour of people and how they relate to the 

physical world. Physical Geography looks at the natural 

processes of the earth, such as climate and plate tectonics. 
Topographical- detailed and show 

road names and buildings 

An Ordnance Survey is the 

national mapping agency of 

the United Kingdom which 

covers the island of Great 

Britain. An OS Map is a scale 

topographical map that can 

be used to navigate effectively 

across a given region 

Compass rose: A compass rose is a 

cross-like figure that shows direction. 

Compass roses display the four cardinal 

directions – north, east, south and west 

– as well as the ordinal directions: 

northeast, southeast, northwest, 

southwest 

 

OS maps use symbols that label 

real-life features and make the 

maps easier to understand. With 

so many features on an OS map, 

there just wouldn't be enough 

space to label everything with 

text, meaning the map would 

become very cluttered and difficult 

to use. All OS maps use the same 

symbols, which are included in a 

key so people using the map know 

what each symbol represents. The 

symbols represent human 

features. 

Ordnance Survey Maps 

Grid references: The horizontal lines that 

divide the map are known as eastings and the 

vertical lines are known as northings. A grid 

reference helps to locate a specific point on a map. 

A four-figure grid reference corresponds to a 

specific square on the map, allowing you to 

accurately describe an area on the map.  

First use the eastings to go ‘along the corridor’ 

until you come to the first two-digit number in 

reference. Then use the northing to go ‘up the 

stairs’ until you find the second two-digit number 

in the reference. 

Shown below is the four-figure grid reference 7233 


